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Up until the FSO legislation was generally stable door. After a fire 
costing lives a piece of legislation was passed to prevent it happening 
again. Slowly trying to cover every type of premises 
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Guides issued by the CLG explaining how to meet the requirements of 
the legislation. However these are quite woolly. Which guide fits their 
premises for its primary use. They are based on the same format but 
each has particular information for each type of premises, approx 140 
pages but can be downloaded free  
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Explain these and give some examples 
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No certificates issued by FA telling them what to do, (prescriptive). Now 
more flexible for responsible persons. 
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This should be done by a competent person, trained or experienced, 
forms can be downloaded from NFRS website 
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4 Escape Routes  
On upper floors if you cannot meet the travel distance to a final exit 
then a protected stairway is needed. An exit from a floor into a 
protected stairway is called a storey exit and a protected stairway is 
considered to be a place of reasonable safety. 
 
• If there is only one stairway in a premises it must be sterile. Where 
there is more than one, absolute sterility is not so critical but the route 
must be safe to use. 
 
• The stairway will be enclosed in fire resisting construction. This means 
that doors onto it will be fire doors – substantial doors with self closers. 
 
• At the foot of the stairway there must be a protected route to a final 
exit or two exits each giving access to a final exit via routes that are 
separated from each other by FR construction. 
 
• Reception or enquiry areas should only be located in protected 
stairways where the stairway is not the only one serving the upper 
floors, the reception area is small (less than 10m2) and is of low  fire 
risk  
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2 Fire Detection and Alarm 
 
The principle here is that if a fire were to occur would all persons likely to be affected 
receive adequate warning to allow them enough time to escape to a place of safety? 
In some small, open-plan, single-storey offices and shops, a fire may be obvious to 
everyone as soon as it starts. In these cases, where the number and position of exits 
and the travel distance to them is adequate, a simple shout of ‘fire’ or a simple 
manually operated device, such as a gong or air horn that can be heard by 
everybody when operated from any single point within the building, may be all that is 
needed. Where a simple shout or manually operated device is not adequate, it is 
likely that an electrical fire warning system will be required. You may need to consider 
special arrangements for times when people are working alone, are disabled, deaf or 
when your normal occupancy patterns are different, e.g. when maintenance staff or 
other contractors are working at the weekend. 
Shout – Consider background noise and physical barriers that may reduce the 
transmission of sound. 
Air Horns / Whistles / Gongs – Unlikely to accept these, due to reliability and 
portability. 
In larger premises, particularly those with more than one floor, where an alarm given 
from any single point is unlikely to be heard throughout the building an electrical 
system incorporating sounders and manually operated call points (break-glass 
boxes) is likely to be required. This type of system is likely to be acceptable where all 
parts of the building are occupied at the same time and it is unlikely that a fire could 
start without somebody noticing it quickly. However, where there are unoccupied 
areas, or common corridors and circulation spaces in multi-occupied premises, in  
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5 Escape Lighting  
The general principle is “would you find your way out if the lighting 
circuits failed?” If the answer is no then escape lighting will be 
required. Take into account ‘borrowed’ light from outside – e.g. 
daylight or street lighting. 
Maintained – the lighting fixture is permanently on. Required if the 
general lighting is dimmed e.g. a cinema. 
Non-maintained – the emergency lighting illuminates when there is a 
mains lighting power failure. 
An emergency escape lighting system should normally cover the 
following: 
• each exit door; 
• escape routes; 
• intersections of corridors; 
• outside each final exit and on external escape routes; 
• emergency escape signs; 
• stairways so that each flight receives adequate light; 
• changes in floor level; 
• windowless rooms and toilet accommodation exceeding 8m2; 
firefighting equipment; 
• fire alarm call points; 
• equipment that would need to be shut down in an emergency; 
• lifts; and 
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3 Firefighting Equipment 
 
Virtually all premises will require some extinguishers. They can be 
used to put out a very small fire and by doing this they reduce the 
potential risk to all other occupants. 
This is a subtle change to previous advice and comes straight from the 
Government. 
 
Learners should be familiar with appropriate types: 
  
Class of fire  
 

Description 

Class A Fires involving solid materials such as wood, paper or 
textiles.  

Class B Fires involving flammable liquids such as petrol, diesel 
or oils. 

Class C Fires involving gases 

Class D Fires involving metals 

Class F Fires involving cooking oils such as deep-fat fryers. 
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See additional notes 
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Benefits for Designers and Builders 
 
Even in a ‘standard’ type design conventional means of escape, 
compartmentation or fire service access guidelines may be extended 
accordingly. As a result, ongoing maintenance costs for such items as 
fire door sets and self closing devices may be reduced from the 
building’s future maintenance budgets. 
 
A possible reduction in insurance premiums 
 
Environmental damage by reducing and effect of pollution to air, land 
or water courses. 
 
Fire fighting – time, cooler environment, visibility, controls the size of 
the fire etc 
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In these cases always notify an FSO.  
If the situation is not life threatening and can be rectified by the 

occupier within a couple of hours then there should be no need for 
the crew to stay remain at the site. 

If the situation is a threat to life and not easily rectified then the crew 
should contact control to: come off the run and mobilise an FSO.  

 
 
If in doubt contact an FSO or FS qualified FDS Officer 
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The department has the availability of these extra tools to ensure 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) is adhered to. 
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Occupiers of premises can get free help from many different places, 
these are just two 
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If you have any questions in the future contact your geographical group 


